Following Jesus
Jesus’ Prayer Requests for You (if you are one of His)
John 17


I. (Slide #2) Series Review – Following Jesus
a. Series – “Chronologically” Following Jesus
b. We have been following Jesus’ life and ministry on Sunday mornings
c. Nearing the end of Jesus’s earthly ministry before He will die on the cross
i. We are in the last week before His voluntary death on the cross
ii. We’ve observed Jesus celebrating the Passover with His disciples
1. He washed their feet
2. He taught them how to celebrate Communion
3. Last week – 9 final lessons as they face their greatest fears
a. Believe in Jesus
b. Obey Jesus
c. Listen for Jesus
d. Abide in Jesus
e. Follow Jesus
f. Testify of Jesus
g. Wait for Jesus
h. Talk to Jesus
i. Rest in Jesus
4. Today
a. Jesus Prays for them
i. He’s taught them what they need as they face the biggest challenge of their lives thus far
ii. And now He prays for them
iii. And for us, by the way
1. (Slide #3) “Jesus’ Prayer Requests for You” (if you are one of His)
2. Note v.20 – ‘20 Neither pray I for these (my disciples) alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word;’
3. Have you believed on Jesus?
a. If so, you learned of Jesus through the testimony of the apostles
b. We all did
c. So, when Jesus prays for His disciples, He also prays directly for US!
d. One of the few times He mentions us specifically, so kind of a cool passage
II. Read John 17
III. Prayer intro
a. This passage is often referred to as Jesus’ High-Priestly prayer
b. Because He is interceding for us
c. This concept is revisited often in Scripture
d. But Hebrews 7 describes Jesus most vividly as our high priest
e. (Slide #4) Read Hebrews 7:24-27 “24 But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. 25 Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. 26 For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; 27 Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this he did once, when he offered up himself.”

IV. Prayer – Valley of Vision 
a. Father, you have given us a high priest in Jesus, your Son, who is infinitely superior to any human high priest
b. Because he continues forever, has an unchangeable priesthood
c. Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him
d. He ever lives to make intercession for them
e. Jesus became one of us, except that He alone is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens
f. He needs not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this he did once, when he offered up himself.
g. We thank you and glorify Him for this
h. Thank you for recording His prayer for us
i. Help us be encouraged, help us pray better, help us glorify you more!

V. Introduction
a. (Slide #5) Your blood pressure is one of those things that tells a medical professional a lot about your health
b. That’s why they often start with this at the office
c. In a similar way:
i. Show me your checkbook, I can show you your financial priorities
ii. Show me your calendar, I can show you your commitment priorities
iii. Show me your social media or video player and I can show you your entertainment or social priorities
d. Let me listen to you pray, and I can show you your spiritual priorities! 
e. Prayer is the “blood pressure” of your spiritual life
i. It tells us a lot about you
ii. Similarly, we learn a lot about Jesus from His prayers
iii. 2 prayers over the next 2 weeks
iv. And from them we deepen our understanding of who Jesus is
v. And heighten our worship of our wonderful, merciful Savior

VI. Message
a. (Slide #6) Key word: Rudiments (first principles) – That we might know and glorify God  - v.1-10
i. These are Jesus’ first principles and top priorities for us
1. Receiving eternal life by knowing Him
2. And then glorifying God with our redeemed lives
a. These two priorities are often stated as the very basic first priorities in Christian catechisms
b. To know (or enjoy) God and glorify Him forever
i. This is what it was supposed to be like from creation
ii. This is what was happening in the garden before sin
iii. Humans knowing and enjoying God personally AND God receiving glory as the good Creator
1. This is what sin ruined
2. And this is what Jesus died to fix!
3. Jesus prays that as much as possible, this original knowing and glorifying be restored
ii. Know – Receive “life eternal” – v.2 
1. LOOK! “2…that [Jesus] should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. 3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” 
2. But Jesus is not content with us just knowing Him
a. Just having eternal life purchased by His blood is not enough
b. The point is that He saved us to glorify God!
iii. Glorify – by keeping the words of God – v.4-10
1. LOOK! “4 I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do…6 I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word…10…and I am glorified in them.”
2. Obedience to God’s Word and God’s Son brings God glory!
a. (Slide #7) Matthew 5:16 “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”
b. (Slide #8) 1 Peter 2:12 “Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation.”
c. Does your life glorify God?
i. What does glorify mean?
ii. Example: glorify “the good old days” or “glory days”
iii. Glorify means to make much of, to put in the best light possible
iv. Does your life do this for God?
1. Does your way of life make much of Him?
2. Does your way of life put Him in the best light?
iv. Laying blocks in the garage
1. These are the “first course” for Jesus in prayer
2. Get these right and the rest are sure to follow!

b. (Slide #9) Alignment – That we might stay unified in God’s name – v.11-12
i. LOOK! “11 And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are. 12 While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name:”
ii. We lost Jesus’ physical presence – v.11
1. He was the glue that held the disciples together – v.12
a. I have sometimes felt this way as a boss
b. I just keep people from killing each other all day long!
2. The disciples were constantly competing with one another
3. Very dangerous attitude in the church!
a. Right after Transfiguration
b. (Slide #10) Mark 9:33-35 “And he came to Capernaum: and being in the house he asked them, What was it that ye disputed among yourselves by the way? 34 But they held their peace: for by the way they had disputed among themselves, who should be the greatest. 35 And he sat down, and called the twelve, and saith unto them, If any man desire to be first, the same shall be last of all, and servant of all.”
c. How immature!
i. 3 of them just experienced the power of God!
ii. And they used it to compete with the others
d. O, but how much like us!
i. My perspective is better than yours
ii. My opinion is more valid
iii. My family is more important
iv. On and on
v. How can we avoid fracture?
iii. We must hold on to each other in Christ more intentionally
1. Easy to allow friction to tear the body apart
2. How other parts of body are affected when one part is unhealthy
a. Separated shoulder
b. Pain in neck and other shoulder!
3. Deal with problems correctly and soon!
4. (Slide #11) Matthew 5:23-24 “Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; 24 Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother”
5. (Slide #12) Matthew 18:15 “Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him…”
a. Jesus is not here physically to hold us together
b. So must hold on to each other IN HIM
c. Through God’s name! – v.11

c. (Slide #13) Fulfillment – That we might have Jesus’ joy fulfilled in us - v13-19
i. LOOK! “13 And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves.”
ii. Jesus is asking for joy for His followers
1. What follows not necessarily a “formula for joy”
2. But truths related to joy
3. Think this way about the next 4 things
iii. (Slide #14) The Word – v.14
1. What does Jesus pray right after He asks for joy in His followers?
2. LOOK! “14 I have given them thy word…”
a. Can Jesus’ joy be accessed through His Word?
b. Through the Word of God?
i. Jeremiah 15:16 “Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called by thy name, O LORD God of hosts.”
ii. Psalm 19:8 “The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart:”
iii. Psalm 119:103 “How sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth!”
iv. Psalm 119:162 “I rejoice at thy word, as one that findeth great spoil.”
v. Job 23:12 “Neither have I gone back from the commandment of his lips; I have esteemed the words of his mouth more than my necessary food.”

iv. (Slide #15) Our citizenship – v.14
1. LOOK! “14…and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.”
2. Visiting Sao Paulo several years ago with Luis (who looks Brazilian)
a. I’m trying to blend in, look South American at least
b. Guy at door of store speaking Portuguese greetings
i. Bom dia!
ii. Boa tarde!
iii. Como vai!
iv. Ola!
v. What’s up, my American friend?
c. Portuguese version of “You ain’t from around here are you?”
3. We are not from around here!
a. “This world is not my home, I’m just a-passin’ through!
b. Philippians 3:20-21 “For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: 21 Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.”
c. I’m glad I don’t have to make this my permanent home
d. I’m glad Jesus has gone to prepare a much better place for me!
e. That should bring us joy in Jesus!

v. (Slide #16) Protection – v.15-16
1. LOOK! “15 I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil.”
2. I think this also is a source of joy in Jesus
a. Not just His Word, not just my future home, but present victory and protection from evil!
b. 1 John 5:4-5 “For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?”
c. I don’t have to live a defeated life
d. I don’t have to stay enslaved to sin
e. Jesus gives victory and protection
f. What a joy!

vi. (Slide #17) Sanctification – v.17-19
1. Sanctification – the gradual development of Christ-likeness that every Christian should experience all through their life
2. Like an automatic transfer of funds being set aside
3. Growth over time
4. (Slide #18) Chart of progressive sanctification
a. Old man sloughing off
b. New man coming on
c. Little more like Jesus, little more like me…every day!
d. How does that happen?
5. LOOK! “17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 18 As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth.”
6. What a joy to see our own sanctification
7. But what an even greater joy to see it happening in others!
8. Conversation last night – discipleship fruit of rightousness
9. One of the reasons I wanted to pastor: sit on the front row seat!
10. The great joy of ministry

d. (Slide #19) Precedent – That the world would see Jesus’s example in us – v.20-23
i. LOOK! “20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word; 21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: 23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.”
ii. Jeremy’s picture in the hallway
1. There is no doubt
2. Impression made on his kids
3. No hiding that!
iii. What makes the loudest statement to the world? Following the precedent of perfect unity (Jesus in the Father)
1. Unity (with one another)
2. Identity (in Christ) – v.21
3. Fraternity (in the family)– v.22-23
a. Jesus says, “I’m in them
b. You’re in me
c. Grant that they might be in us together with one another”
4. A lot is said today about people’s preferred pronouns
a. Jesus was all about fraternity pronouns
b. Every pronoun you can think of
c. Them, they, us, we
d. (Slide #20) Ephesians 4:4-6 “There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.”
e. Fraternity in Jesus!
f. (Slide #21) Romans 8:14-17 “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ…”
g. Jesus prays this for us – that we would show His example of unity in the Father with the world

e. (Slide #22) Enlightenment– That we would soon be with Him – v.24-26
i. LOOK! “24 Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory…”
ii. So, we can see Jesus in His glory – v.24
iii. We can’t even imagine how awesome this is going to be
iv. (Slide #23) Revelation 19:11-16 gives us a glimpse!
v. “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. 12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself. 13 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.”
vi. God is answering this prayer
vii. The final message of the series
1. He came once – January message
2. He’s coming again – last message of 2024
3. May come back before I get to preach that final message!
4. Even so, come quickly!
a. Come to take us home in the rapture
b. And then come and rule and reign among us in your kingdom on earth!

VII. Conclusions
a. (Slide #24) Seek Jesus’ priorities for yourself and others
i. To know and glorify God
ii. To have a unified church
iii. To experience the joy of Jesus more fully
iv. To show the world the example of Jesus
v. To look for Jesus’ return more actively
b. Learn to pray better
i. Is Jesus’ type of prayer for Him only or can we learn from it?
ii. Our kind of requests are conspicuously absent 
iii. What should prayer requests look like?
1. Remember Paul’s kind of prayer?
2. Ephesians 1:17-19 “That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: 18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power,”
3. Spiritual victory and fruitfulness
iv. We could pray these things every day!
v. Learn to pray better (more on that tonight!)

VIII. (Slide #25) Prayer
a. To know and glorify God
b. To have a unified church
c. To experience the joy of Jesus more fully
d. To show the world the light of the Christ 
e. To look for Jesus’ return more actively

IX. Closing Song

X. Community Group Study Guide Ideas
a. Ice Breakers
b. Discussion questions (give scriptural support for your answers)
c. Digging deeper
