Connected
Connected by GRACE in New Life
Ephesians 2:4-10

Pre-worship reading (Brad, Holden or Jonny): Psalm 16:6-11 “The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage. 7 I will bless the LORD, who hath given me counsel: my reins also instruct me in the night seasons. 8 I have set the LORD always before me: because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall rest in hope. 10 For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 11 Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.”

Reading for musical worship (Jeremy): Psalm 23:4-6 “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.”


I. (Slide #2) Series Review – Connected
a. New Series Title – Connected
b. So many connections in Christ we want to highlight in 2025
i. January 5 – We are the family of God, connected in Christ
ii. January 12 – We are connected by Holy Spirit through Salvation
iii. January 19 – Connected as we prayer biblical prayer for the church
iv. January 26 – We are connected by our Head, Jesus Christ
v. February 2 – Connected by our Common Past
1. We were all Corpses – dead in trespasses and sins
2. We were all Captivated by the world, flesh and devil
3. We were all Condemned under the wrath of God
4. BUT GOD!
a. He is rich in mercy!
b. He loves us deeply!
c. He is full of grace!
d. And He solved the problem of our spiritual deadness!
vi. (Slide #3) Today: “Connected by GRACE in New Life”

II. Bible verse memorization for today: Ephesians 2:8-9 “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.”

III. Read Ephesians 2:4-10
IV. Prayer – The Valley of Vision
a. Mercy – we deserved hell 
b. Love – we were completely unworthy
c. Grace – we deserve nothing good

V. Introduction
a. (Slide #4) As with all of us, my parents gave me physical life
i. But I’ve received a lot more than life from them over the past 52 years!
1. I’ve especially picked up a lot of things from my dad
2. DNA is a powerful force
3. And the longer I live, the more I look and act like my father!
4. And there are three other men in this world (my brothers) who are experiencing the same thing together with me right now!
ii. Recent phenomenon, for instance: I am not a “green thumb”
1. But I’ve noticed recently a personal fascination with fruit trees
2. I want to plant them, observe them, enjoy eating from them
3. One of family members lovingly reminded me recently.  That is JUST like your dad!
4. Apparently, I picked up even more than DNA!
b. (Slide #5) Now, last week we discussed the fact that before Christ we are completely dead in our sins
i. But…through Christ, God has given us new life!
ii. And the DNA of the family of God courses through our spiritual veins
1. This comes with some other benefits
2. In Ephesians 2, as Paul worships Jesus for his new life
3. He lists some of those benefits

c. Two introductory thoughts, before we get into the passage
i. Recall back to introduction, this letter is written to “the faithful” – v.1
1. Truths especially important to churches like that in Ephesus, dynamic churches (busy city, busy citizens)
2. Lots of moving parts, things happening all the time, vulnerability to fracture
a. You can see this in a family
b. TOO busy, problems arise
c. Sometimes have to push pause and have a DTR w the family
d. In a sense, that is what Paul is doing here
e. “Don’t forget, busy and dynamic church, your connection to each other made possible by your common DNA in Christ!”
ii. One more clarification: the definition of grace (Title is connected by Grace in New life)
1. Grace is “good stuff underserved” – shows up in all 3 point today
a. ALL of us: WERE dead in sin, but revived by GRACE
b. ALL of us: WERE depressed by sin, but elevated by GRACE
c. ALL of us: WERE disabled by sin, but enabled by GRACE 
2. Grace drives the entire passage!
a. Dead people can’t DESERVE anything
b. Dead people can’t DO anything to earn!
c. It is all by God’s grace
iii. So, if you feel busy (all of us)OR if sin has got you feeling down (should be all of us), this message is for you!

VI. (Slide #6) Message – “Connected by GRACE in New Life
a. (Slide #7) We have been energized together by Christ (past)
i. Energized
1. Not like a jolt from a morning coffee or your favorite energy drink
2. Energized, like – new life
3. Completely dead, to completely alive!
4. That kind of energized
ii. “4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened (energized) us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)”
iii. (Slide #8) God is “RICH in mercy”
1. You know what it means to be rich, right?
2. Beyond normal
a. Remember as a kid going to a new friend’s house for the first time
b. I knew they had more money than my family
c. But I didn’t know HOW rich until Chris got brand-new 4-wheeler for a birthday
d. Wow, you guys really are rich!
e. This is how Paul describes God’s mercy
f. It’s way bigger than you think!
g. He is rich in mercy
iv. (Slide #9) And He loves us with GREAT love
1. The love of God is greater far
than tongue or pen can ever tell;
it goes beyond the highest star,
and reaches to the lowest hell.
Could we with ink the ocean fill,
and were the skies of parchment made;
were ev’ry stalk on earth a quill,
and ev’ryone a scribe by trade;
to write the love of God above
would drain the ocean dry;
nor could the scroll contain the whole,
though stretched from sky to sky.
O love of God, how rich and pure!
How measureless and strong!
It shall forevermore endure—
the saints’ and angels’ song.
2. We sometimes forget this
a. God giving Jesus to underserving sinners is the greatest demonstration of love
b. Romans 5:8 – But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”
c. Love motivated God to energize our spiritually dead souls
i. Rich mercy
ii. Great love
iii. Saving grace
v. (Slide #10) He quickened us (together with Christ)
1. Remember Resurrection Day? 
2. We celebrate on Easter
3. For most of us, it is our favorite Sunday of the year
4. Celebration of victory
5. But not just for Jesus
6. For you and me!
7. It is a celebration of God’s grace!
a. Dead souls can’t earn God’s favor
b. It has to come FREE!
c. And it did
d. When God raised Christ, God raised us up at the same time!
e. Saving us not just from hell, but from death itself!
f. Totally free of charge, by grace!
g. We have been energized together by Christ

b. (Slide #11) We will be elevated together with Christ (future)
i. “6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.”
ii. Are you able to stay in bed after you are awake?
1. I can’t 
2. Mind starts going
3. And my legs go numb!
4. I have to get up
iii. It’s one thing to wake up spiritually
1. It’s another thing to get up spiritually
2. This is what Jesus did for us!
3. He not only quickened us
4. But He raised us up
5. Jesus didn’t raise Lazarus and leave him wrapped in the grave clothes – John 11
6. He said “Loose Him and let Him go!”
a. Jesus didn’t just give Him life
b. Jesus raised him up to go, to live, to do something!
c. We have been raised up with Christ

iv. He has made us sit with Christ! – v.6
1. “Made us sit together”
a. We have been seated with Christ!
b. In heavenly places
c. This is definitely of grace
d. There is NO WAY I could deserve that
i. We are like helpless baby animals enjoying the prey that its parents have harvested
ii. We get all the benefit, but did none of the work
2. We have been made to sit in heavenly places
a. My body is still here, but my mind and my heart are already there! In the heavenlies!
i. My Master is in heaven
ii. My prayers go there
iii. My treasures are being invested there
iv. My orders come from there
v. My worship focuses on there
vi. My loved ones are going there one by one
vii. My future is there
viii. My permanent home is there
ix. It’s all about there, not here!
b. (Slide #12) Colossians 3:1-3 “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.”
i. What Grace!
ii. That God would hide my life in His Son’s all-sufficient merit

v. Notice the purpose of all this grace – v.7
1. All of this mercy and grace and kindness is not for us
2. Not for our glory or comfort
3. But to show off His glory!
a. Raising us up shows off His grace
b. Raising us up shows off His mercy
c. Raising us up shows off His kindness through Christ
d. Salvation is not primarily about ME escaping Hell
4. It’s all for His glory
a. This is the very meaning and purpose of life for a Christian!
b. (Slide #13) Jonathan Edwards – “The creation of the world seems to have been especially for this end, that the eternal Son of God might obtain a spouse, toward whom he might fully exercise the infinite benevolence of His nature, and to whom He might, as it were, open and pour forth all that immense fountain of condescension, love, and grace that was in His heart, and that in this way God might be glorified.”
c. A dammed river opened for the first time in a long time
d. “7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.”
i. Exceeding – our failures cannot outstrip His grace
ii. Riches – beyond our sin and wildest imagination
iii. Kindness – our unworthiness cannot discourage His love for us
e. We have been elevated together with Christ by GRACE

c. (Slide #14) We are being enabled together in Christ (present)
i. Have someone quote Bible verse memorization for today: Ephesians 2:8-9 “or by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.”
ii. “8 For (exceeding riches) by grace are ye (plural use) saved through faith; and that not of yourselves (plural use): it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.”
iii. He gifted us for a purpose
iv. He created us for a purpose
v. He ordained us for a purpose
1. (Slide #15) Philippians 3:17-20 “Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an ensample. 18 (For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: 19 Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things.) 20 For our (all believers, changed by grace) conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:”
vi. We are no longer enemies of the cross of Christ, living for self
1. We are all His workmanship, born again in Christ Jesus
2. (Slide #16) 2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”
vii. We are all made to do good works (enabled by His grace)
1. This was the plan of God from eternity past
2. Not talking about works that save, none of them do
a. Hell will be full of people that took communion, gave to charities, cleared the snow from their neighbor’s driveway, didn’t cheat on taxes, lived respectable lives
b. Those works don’t save
c. Only the work of Jesus on the cross can save
3. But when we are saved, good works will flow from us
a. Not in our strength
b. But by His grace!

VII. (Slide #17) Tony Testimony 
a. Sometimes we forget, God raised us from spiritual deadness
b. But that doesn’t mean we no longer need Him on a daily basis
c. Galatians 3:3 “Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?”
d. The new life we have in Christ is empowered by Christ

VIII. Conclusion	s – 3 takeaways from our New Life Together
a. (Slide #18) We have been given new life in Christ.  
i. Is God’s DNA obvious in your life?
ii. Let me give you one example: forgiveness
1. You are never more like God your Father than when you forgive people who do not deserve forgiveness (grace)
2. Is there anyone in your life you have not forgiven (completely)
3. You are alive, but you are acting like you are dead!

b. (Slide #19) We have been elevated with Christ.  
i. Is your mind on heavenly things?
ii. When is the last time you thought about heaven?
1. Are you praying? God is there, are you speaking to Him?
2. Is your mind focused there when you worship?
3. Are you investing more in your home there than here?
c. (Slide #20) We are being enabled by Christ.  Are you living in His power or your own?
i. Ref: Tony’s testimony
ii. Good works “Because of grace not to get grace”
iii. As you know, I like to make furniture
1. Recently added some new tools to arsenal – planer and a jointer
2. (Slide #21) Enables a hobby carpenter to redeem wood that looks like trash
a. Making something worthless into something valuable
b. I really enjoy taking wood that doesn’t look very nice
c. Plaining it and prepping it for something beautiful
i. One thing to redeem the wood
ii. Another thing to prepare it for assembly
iii. But the joy comes from seeing it all together, doing its intended purpose
1. A picture of the church
a. Sin left us on the scrapheap, no apparent value
b. God redeemed
c. By His grace cleaned us up
d. But our valued is when we stick with other believers and form something beautiful, the church!
e. It takes a realization that everything we have is of His grace
f. Otherwise, busy and dynamic churches fracture
2. Are we holding TOGETHER?
3. Are we doing what we were intended to do TOGETHER?
a. We have the DNA
b. We have the home in heaven 
c. We have the power
d. Let’s live it out TOGETHER!
e. Sure sign that is His power, not yours!

IX. Consider using small invitation, altar call, moment of reflection if message lends to it

X. (Slide #22) Prayer 

XI. Closing song



XII. Community Group Study Guide Ideas
a. Ice Breakers
i. Can you share a memorable gift that your parents gave you? Perhaps it was an item, an experience, or even a skill or ability.
ii. Have you ever made a friend by chance? For example, by sitting next to someone, meeting a friend of a friend, or some other completely unexpected meeting.

b. Discussion questions (give scriptural support for your answers)
i. We have been energized together by Christ
1. God’s mercy, love and grace show up together in v.4-5.  How do these work together in Scripture?  
2. How does God use these things to bring new life to a dead soul?
3. What trait of living things means most to you spiritually? Why?

ii. We will be elevated together with Christ
1. In what specific ways does God’s kindness demonstrate His grace?
2. How does highlighting His kindness both now and eternally bring Him glory?
3. What do you look forward to most in the presence of Jesus?

iii. We are being enabled together in Christ
1. How do the phrases “not saved by works” and “created unto good works” fit together in this passage?
2. How should a Christian view and prioritize good works? 
3. What things does the Bible say will change for all believers?

c. Digging deeper
i. Read Colossians 3:1-17. What does this passage teach us about Jesus? How does this passage describe our spiritual journey? Where were we, and what has changed? What are we to avoid and what are we to pursue according to the rest of the chapter?

