Connected With One Another
Sing with One Another
Ephesians 5:19-20

Announcements (Jonny):
	Pie and Praise musical worship in gymnasium
		6PM, rather than 5
		Sit with discipler and consider sharing discipleship blessings

Pre-worship reading and comment (Jonny): Psalm 95:1-7 “O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 2 Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms. 3 For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 4 In his hand are the deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is his also. 5 The sea is his, and he made it: and his hands formed the dry land. 6 O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the LORD our maker. 7 For he is our God; and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.”
	Pastor is preaching on Singing with One Another this morning
	Activity closely connected w/thanksgiving all through Scripture
	In this passage, the Psalmist reminds us:
		To sing with thanks because God is the God of salvation
		To sing with thanks because God is great
		Because He is the King above all gods
		Because He is the Creator and our Maker
	The only appropriate response of His people/His sheep is worship
	To sing with thanksgiving
	Let’s prepare our hearts to do that today

Music service reading (Jeremy): Psalm 100:1-5 “Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands. 2 Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing. 3 Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name. 5 For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations.”

I. (Slide #2) Series Review – Connected
a. Series Title – Theme of messages 2025 – “Connected”
b. So many connections in Christ we have highlighted in Ephesians
i. We are the resurrected family of God (Eph. 1-3)
ii. Called to live worthy of our new connection to Jesus (Eph. 4-6)
iii. To do this, we must obey very specific NT commands like:
1. #1 – Serve one another
2. #2 – Be at peace with one another
3. #3 – Be hospitable to one another
4. #4 – Honor one another 
5. #5 – Instruct ne another
6. #6 – Accept one another
7. #7 – Help one another
8. #8 – Forbear one another
9. #9 – Forgive one another
a. We must deal with our quarrels
b. And act like Christ
c. A church of “professional forgivers”
10. Today we consider a passage we have previously
11. Both Ephesians 5 and Colossians 3 tell us to 
i. Submit to One Another (in Eph. series – 7/13)
ii. And Instruct One Another (October 19)
iii. One more “one another” in this passage
iv. And it is a great one for today:
12. (Slide #3) Today: “Sing with one another”

II. Read Ephesians 5:19-20 

III. Prayer

IV. Introduction
a. (Slide #4) 
i. Singing is kind of a funny thing
ii. In one of the greatest Christmas movies ever: Buddy the Elf’s description of singing is that it is similar to talking, but "louder and longer, and you move your voice up and down"
iii. Yet all of us do this naturally (part of God’s image in us)
1. A human instinct to sing or whistle or hum when happy
2. Happiness, satisfaction, joy = singing or whistling or dancing, or clapping – something musical definitely comes out!
3. Want to get someone to dance? Play music
4. Want to bring joy at Christmas? Carol!
5. With my vast experience as a grandfather…
a. How do you cheer up a discontent baby?
b. Sing to them!
c. They love it! Even bad singing works!
i. Contentment (thanksgiving)
ii. And singing go hand in hand

II. Message
a. (Slide #5) Sing to the Lord with one another
i. Not a direct command in this passage “sing with one another”
ii. But this is definitely understood as we teach with music
1. In context of Spirit filling and word-based living (Col. 3)
2. In the context of teaching one another (preached earlier)
3. In the context of living grateful and submissive lives
4. Christians are commanded to sing with one another
a. Specifically, scripture commands us to sing TO THE LORD
b. But we are to do so WITH each other
iii. “19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;”
iv. “To yourselves” is among yourselves, the church (ESV – “addressing one another in Psalms, hymns, spiritual songs”)
v. Have you ever thought about how unique congregational singing is?
1. Singing itself is unique as noted earlier
2. But congregational singing is REALLY unique
3. The only other place you see something similar is at sporting events, particularly soccer (may baseball 7th inning stretch)
4. But Christians singing together is another level of unique
a. We are singing to an invisible God
b. Mostly about His crucified Son
c. And we sing with joy, together!
5. Why do Christians do this?
6. Why MUST Christians do this? (5 biblical reasons)
a. (Slide #6) (pretty obvious) #1 Because we are commanded to
i. This passage in Ephesians 5 is just one example
ii. Colossians 3 (where we have been the past 2 weeks) is a parallel passage
iii. (Slide #7) Colossians 3:16 “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.”
iv. (Slide #8) Psalm 33:1-3 “Rejoice in the LORD, O ye righteous: for praise is comely for the upright. 2 Praise the LORD with harp: sing unto him with the psaltery and an instrument of ten strings. 3 Sing unto him a new song; play skilfully with a loud noise.’
v. (Slide #9) James 5:13 “Is any merry? let him sing psalms.”

b. (Slide #10) #2 Because God is a singing God
i. Did you know that?
ii. (Slide #11) Zephaniah 3:17 “The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with singing.”
iii. Like so many others of our “one another” commands
iv. The primary reason for doing so is because of the character of God!
1. God is a God of music
2. He sings with joy and love
3. And we are to do the same
4. This is why it comes naturally
5. Those created in Him image sing!

c. (Slide #12) #3 Because God has given us songs to sing
i. The Psalms is an entire Hebrews song-book
ii. Many other scriptures contain songs
iii. Some of the best are sung by the redeemed Church in Revelation
1. (Slide #13) Revelation 5:9-10 “And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.”
2. (Slide #14) Revelation 7:9-12 “After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; 10 And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. 11 And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God, 12 Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen.”
3. Come into His presence (WCS / Wed PM)
a. Come into His presence with thanksgiving in your heart and give Him praise, and give Him praise
b. Come into His presence with thanksgiving in your heart your voices raise, your voices raise
c. Give glory and honor and power unto Him, Jesus, the name above all names
d. From Revelation and Philippians 2
i. If our good Creator has given us songs
ii. We should sing them!

d. (Slide #15) #4 Because it connects us physically, emotionally, and spiritually
i. This is why people sing TOGETHER in all kinds of contexts
ii. It fosters camaraderie, unity, and joy!
iii. S. American soccer game arms around others
iv. This spirit is a corporate necessity for the church body
1. Even for those who don’t feel musical
2. You have some gift you should steward in this area
3. When we sing
a. First of all, someone wrote the songs
b. We have someone leading them
c. We have a team of others help sing
d. We have a piano, organ, keyboard
e. Guitars, a Cajon
f. A team projecting lyrics
g. A team managing sound
h. And a bunch of us making a joyful noise!
i. How are you involved?
ii. Every part of body should be
v. Because singing with one another accomplishes key church goals
1. You can sing alone
2. You can worship alone
3. But singing together is a necessity
a. It teaches and admonishes (5 weeks ago)
b. It encourages each other to keep the faith
c. And it CONNECTS the body in a tangible way
4. (Slide #16) Psalm 96:1-3 “O sing unto the LORD a new song: sing unto the LORD, all the earth. 2 Sing unto the LORD, bless his name; shew forth his salvation from day to day. 3 Declare his glory among the heathen, his wonders among all people.”
5. (Slide #17) Acts 16:25 “And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them.”
a. I’ve experienced this HERE
b. Feeling a little down on a Sunday morning
c. Hearing someone behind me belting out truth!
d. What a great way to get ready to preach!
i. Tough week?
ii. Feel like you’re in jail? (P&S)
iii. Faith weak?
iv. Listen to the saints singing!

e. (Slide #18) #5 Because music accompanies a spirit of gratitude
i. And gratitude is to be a hallmark characteristic of the church 
ii. And our God is worthy of our praise
1. One of the most ubiquitous commands in Scripture:
2. You deserve nothing so be thankful for God’s grace
3. And let your gratitude come out in music! 
iii. (Slide #19) Psalm 147:7 “Sing unto the LORD with thanksgiving; sing praise upon the harp unto our God:”
iv. Examples:
1. Exodus 15 - the VERY first song in Scripture is all about gratitude for Israel’s deliverance from Egypt)
2. (Slide #20) Isaiah 12:5 “Sing unto the LORD; for he hath done excellent things: this is known in all the earth.”
3. (Slide #21) Ezra 3:10-11 “And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, they set the priests in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites the sons of Asaph with cymbals, to praise the LORD, after the ordinance of David king of Israel. 11 And they sang together by course in praising and giving thanks unto the LORD; because he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever toward Israel. And all the people shouted with a great shout, when they praised the LORD, because the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid.” 
v. We are doing this together tonight
1. Promote pie and praise worship gathering
2. We thank God…and we sing!
3. (Slide #22) Psalm 69:30 “I will praise the name of God with a song, and will magnify him with thanksgiving.”
vi. That brings us to the second point of today’s text: Sing with gratitude

b. (Slide #23) Sing to the Lord with gratitude 
i. (Slide #24) Give thanks all the time
1. “20 Giving thanks always…”
2. When can I take a break and be a little selfish and discontent?
a. Never!
b. (Slide #25) 1 Thessalonians 5:18 “In every thing (context) give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”
3. More on this next week (specific contexts for thanksgiving)
a. 2 Thanksgiving messages in a row?
b. It should be one of our hallmark characteristics!
c. Give thanks all the time

ii. (Slide #26) Give thanks for all things
1. “20 Giving thanks always for all things…”
2. What can you give thanks for?
3. Everything
a. Eating filet mignon for lunch today? Give thanks
b. Eating PBJs on stale bread? Give thanks
c. It’s all more than we deserve
4. (Slide #27) 1 Timothy 4:4 “For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving:”
a. Give thanks all the time
b. Give thanks for all things

iii. (Slide #28) Give thanks to God
1. Don’t just be generally grateful
2. Be grateful to the Giver of all that is good: God
3. “20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father…”
a. Thanksgiving is a little nuanced
b. The Pharisee in Luke 18
i. I thank you that I am better than others
ii. We can easily get off track
1. Like a kid made so say sorry
2. I’m sorry you are so offendable
3. That is not a true apology
iii. And thanking God for your awesomeness is not real gratitude.  
iv. It is pride!
1. This is just ONE way we got a little OFF with our thanksgiving
2. Give thanks TO God with humble gratitude
3. You deserve NOTHING
4. Everything you have is of grace
4. (Slide #29) Romans 1:18-21 “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. 20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful;”
a. Give thanks all the time
b. Give thanks for all things
c. Give thanks to God

iv. (Slide #20) Give thanks in the name of Jesus (because of Jesus)
1. “20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;”
2. What does it mean to give thanks in the name of Jesus?
3. What does it mean to do anything in the name of Jesus?
a. According to His will
b. For His glory
c. Because of His gospel (that’s why we want to focus on discipleship and steps of faith tonight – gospel)
i. Let’s be a church that…
1. Sings with one another (with enthusiasm)
2. And Sings with gratitude (in Jesus name)
ii. Join us tonight to do just that!
V. (Slide #31) Prayer – invitation, time of reflection

VI. Closing song – Jeremy

VII. Dismissal – Brad (presenting Eli Sepulveda for membership)
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VIII. Next week’s text: Psalm 100

IX. Community Group Study Guide 
a. Discuss the following questions with your family this week:
i. What is your favorite song we sing at FBCW?
ii. What was your favorite Sunday School song as a child?
iii. Which of Psalms (Bible-based songs), hymns (doctrinal songs) and spiritual (encouragement/testimony) songs is your favorite type of worship song? Why so? How does participating in each of these types of musical worship as a group build up the rest of the church? 
iv. Sing a song of thanksgiving with your family.  Here are a few suggestions (you can find lyrics online):
1. Thank you, Jesus
2. Thank you, Lord
3. Gratitude
4. Goodness of God
5. Give Thanks
6. 10,000 Reasons
7. Count Your Blessings

b. Digging Deeper: Read Psalm 100 together with your family

