First Baptist Church
March 1, 2026
“The Basics of Providence”
Genesis 4:25-5:32

Announcements (Jonny): 
	Easter is April 5
Promote schedule – 7AM Sunrise, 8:30 breakfast, 10AM worship
		Promo for Easter nursery and JC if applicable
		(last year we ran out of seats, and several had to sit in link anyway)
	VBS Worker meeting today

	Pastor’s message today will be from the genealogies of Genesis 4-5
	The message in a nutshell: While Cain’s line failed, Seth’s was one of faith
		Illustrated best by Enoch, the great-great-great grandson of Seth
		Listen to what Hebrews 11 tells us about this man
Pre-worship reading and comment (Jonny): Hebrews 11:5-6 “By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God. 6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”
	Let’s pray that God will help the men of this church to be like Enoch
	That we would lead our families as men that “please God”
	Who did Enoch please God?
	By living a life of faith!
	Could it really be that simple?
		Well, without faith, it is impossible to please God – v.6
		And he pleased God – v.5
		So, he must have been a man of faith!
		What does that mean?
			V.6 – Coming to God, believing He exists
			V.6 – And believing that it is worth seeking Him
		Let’s do that today as we pray
			Lord, we gather and come to You b/c we believe You exist
			And we believe that it is worth our effort to seek your face
			Help us to do that in faith today!
		
Music service reading (Jeremy): n/a

I. (Slide #2) Review “Back to the Basics” introduction
a.  “Back to the Basics” (Segment 1: The Basics of the Word)
i. Genesis 1-2, the month of January: The goodness of God
ii. Genesis 3, the month of February: The destruction of Sin
iii. (Slide #3) Last week in Genesis 4, the Basics of Free Will
1. You can choose either obedience/repentance
2. Or disobedience/rebellion
3. The ramifications are huge!
4. Not just for you
5. But for generations to come!
iv. (Slide #4) Today Genesis 4:25-5:23 “The Basics of Providence”
1. God is always at work
2. Specifically, God is always at work to REDEEM mankind
3. This has been going on in all human history
4. Everything points toward the cross of Jesus
5. Redemption and the repair of the relationship broken by A/E in the garden
b. Modular SS last week
i. God does not change His mind (even though it feels that way)
ii. He is going to do what He is going to do – Genesis 3:15
iii. Whether or not the humans involved get on board
1. Cain was not on board with the plan of redemption
2. What would God do?
3. He PROVIDES a godly line
a. Long passage today, all Scripture is profitable
b. You may have skipped last time you read Genesis
c. Let’s follow along as I read end of 4 and all of ch.5

II. Read Genesis 4:25-5:32
 
III. Prayer

IV. Introduction
a. (Slide #5) You 
i. Mark 

ii. Last Sunday I mentioned at the conclusion of the message:
1. Just a few generations down from Cain
a. Polygamy… and more murder
b. All kinds of sin in the family line of Cain
2. It started by his response by going “Out from the presence of the Lord” rather than repenting
a. But this only created more problems for him and his family
b. The generations that followed were a disaster
c. So much so that God wipes them all out with the flood
d. Genesis 6:5-6 “And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart.”
e. This is the legacy of the family of Cain
i. Genesis 4-5 is really a contrast of 2 bloodlines
ii. The seed of the woman and the seed of Satan
1. Those who repent and those who rebel
2. Those for whom life is sacred and those for whom life is secular
3. And this how we must understand the genealogy (family tree we are about to explore)
a. Last week we were introduced to this idea (your choices matter to future generations)
b. In the second half of Genesis 4 and the whole of Genesis 5, we see it played out in full color
3. I want to thank Pastor Jonny for assigning me to preach the first genealogy in Scripture! 
a. I think you will find w/ me that this is a rich passage
b. There is much for us to take away from this text!
c. All Scripture is profitable, including the challenging


V. Message
a. The best of Cain’s line was cultural achievement – second half of Genesis 4 (chart)
i. As long as this genealogy is to us when we read it
1. Doesn’t include everyone (all “begat sons and daughters”)
2. We don’t hear about A/E other children (other than Seth)
3. And we only see one thread of father-to-son relationships
4. Much more is missing that is present
5. Why did God include in His Word the details that He did?
6. Let me show what God is highlighting about Cain’s line
7. (Other than wickedness, sin and death)
8. Cain’s line was known for cultural achievement
ii. Residential construction – 4:17 “And Cain knew his wife; and she conceived, and bare Enoch: and he builded a city, and called the name of the city, after the name of his son, Enoch.”
iii. Nomadic shepherding – 4:20 “And Adah bare Jabal: he was the father of such as dwell in tents, and of such as have cattle.”
iv. Music – 4:21 “And his brother's name was Jubal: he was the father of all such as handle the harp and organ.”
v. Metalworking – 4:22 “And Zillah, she also bare Tubalcain, an instructor of every artificer in brass and iron…”
vi. Even Poetry! – 4:23-24 “And Lamech said unto his wives, Adah and Zillah, Hear my voice;”
1. This is the beginning of the first recorded poem
2. In the history of mankind!
vii. Cain’s family was skilled
1. This was the family that send the Christmas card bragamony
2. I asked AI to suggest what that might sound like:
3. Dear Friends and Family,
a. We hope this letter finds you well! It has been another absolutely breathless year of perfection for our family. We are almost embarrassed to share, but we know you live for these updates!
b. {Child 1} (12): Not only did they get straight A+’s (again), but they also won the regional spelling bee, composed their first symphony, and started a non-profit that feeds all of the city’s stray pets. The principal says they are the "most gifted child in school history."
c. {Child 2} (16): Broke three school records in varsity swimming, started their own investing firm, and is currently being scouted by Ivy League schools, despite only being a sophomore. They also learned to cook gourmet French cuisine in their spare time.
d. Family: We spent our summer vacation touring Europe, where the kids practiced their fluent French and Italian. 
e. We are just so incredibly blessed to have such gifted, brilliant, and talented children. We can’t wait to see what they achieve next year!
f. With love and perfection, The Miller Family
4. This was Cain’s family
5. Talented, but…
viii. Conspicuously…no mention of God
1. No fear of God
2. No worship of God
3. No mention of His commands or obedience to His will
4. No prayer
5. Nothing that would indicate any hunger for God

b. The best of Seth’s line was spiritual sensitivity
i. God provided a new godly line through another son (Seth)
1. Genesis 4:25-26 read earlier
2. “26…then (when Seth started his family, THEN) began men to call upon the name of the LORD.”
ii. In contrast to Cain and his family tree, God gives A/E Seth, the godly line
1. There were other children of course – Genesis 5:4
2. But the contrast in Scripture is between Cain and Seth
3. And one line of descendants from each
4. These are the two lines in focus in these chapters
5. Because these two lines illustrate good and evil
a. From Seth came the line of Enoch who walked with God – 5:22
b. And from Enoch comes the family of Noah, the only people worth saving by – ch.6 (next week)
iii. Men began to call on God through the line of Seth – v.26
1. Adam and Eve were worshippers of God
2. But most of their children were not
a. Their eldest rebelled
b. Their second was murdered
3. One stood out as a fellow-worshipper: Seth
4. Remember, Adam lived 930 years 5:5 (again we see grace, God gave him that long after the promise of his death)
a. He probably met Noah’s father, Lamech (56 when Adam died)
b. He would have seen all of the decline of the line of Cain
c. He would have seen the rebellion of his other children and their descendants
d. He dies only one generation before the flood!
e. What a life of grief and regret Adam must have lived!
i. For hundreds of years, he saw humanity decline
ii. Almost ALL were so wicked God decided to wipe them out with the flood
iii. Adam saw it all
f. Seth was apparently the only bright spot
i. But Seth was different
ii. Seth’s family was spiritually sensitive
iii. We don’t know about all of them
iv. But there seems to be a righteous pattern in Seth’s family
iv. Seth had a son named Enos (one of Seth’s many kids)
v. Enos had a son named Cainan (one of Enos’ many kids)
vi. Cainan had a son named Mahalaleel (one of Cainan’s many kids)
vii. Mahalaleel had a son named Jared (one of Mahalaleel’s many kids)
viii. Jared had a son named Enoch (one of Jared’s many kids)
ix. And all these men died
x. That was the new pattern because of sin
1. Be born, live, have children, die
2. This is the pattern under the curse, still today
xi. But the pattern is broken with Enoch, a man of faith!
1. 5:24 – “And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.”
2. Enoch walked with God
3. And God took him!
a. A little about Enoch
b. Jude tells us:
i. He prophesied against false prophets!
ii. All the way back to the beginning, there have been false prophets
iii. People proclaiming to speak for God who were speaking likes
1. Adam knew God and no doubt taught his family
2. But most of them rejected his message
3. Most of them believed lies, just like Eve had done
iv. Enoch railed against them!
1. Here is how Jude introduces Enoch
2. Jude 10-15 “But these [false prophets] speak evil of those things which they know not: but what they know naturally, as brute beasts, in those things they corrupt themselves. 11 Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core. 12 These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots; 13 Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever. 14 And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, 15 To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.”
3. This guy could preach!
4. He is the first preacher who ever confronted liars and deceivers and false teachers.
a. Many apostates today teach a God of only love
i. You won’t be judged for your sin
ii. That is not the message of the Bible!
iii. Enoch: the Lord is coming back to JUDGE!
iv. But it is not just their message his is after
v. It is their lifestyle
b. They are “ungodly”
i. Remember the end of ch. 4?
ii. No mention of God
iii. No fear of God
iv. No worship of God
v. No mention of His commands 
vi. No obedience to His will
vii. No prayer
viii. They are ungodly (without a thought of God)
ix. This was the extended family of Enoch (all of mankind)
x. And he preached against this way of life!
c. And he was one of the very few that were walking with God by faith (read as CTW)
i. Hebrews 11:5-6 “By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God. 6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”
ii. This is what Enoch believed!

xii. Enoch had a son named Methuselah
1. Methuselah would have lived during Adam’s life AND Noah’s life
2. There was no written revelation
3. So true worship of Creator God could easily be passed down from generation to generation
a. No confusion like the game of telephone
b. Methuselah (and his contemporaries) bridged the gap!
c. And died in the year of the flood
d. Here is God’s grace again
e. Methuselah lives the longest recorded life
f. But when he dies, the judgment of God in the form of the Flood comes
i. By the way, Noah’s son Shem outlived Abraham, probably overlapped Isaac AND Jacob! 
ii. The worship of Creator God was easily taught to dozens of future generations by a few faithful believers!
1. For Abraham, hearing accounts of Creation would be like hearing from his great-grandfather (4 overlapping generations!)
2. I remember much about my great-grandfather
3. If you like math, take some time to map this out
4. Fascinating!	
xiii. Methuselah had a son named Lamech (different Lamech than the one highlighted in ch.4)
xiv. Lamech had a son named Noah
xv. And “Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.” – 6:8
1. By Noah’s day, there were only 8 people still doing right
2. All of the righteous line of Seth had died off
3. But there were 8!
4. Genesis 4-5 (last week’s message and this week’s) are the preview to the flood story
5. It starts to make sense as you see God providing a way for humanity to get things right
a. Because from Shem’s line came the Messiah
b. The ultimate culmination of God’s PROVIDENCE
c. He provides a way out of the sin problem…forever
d. Turn there! – Luke 3:23-38 “And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph, which was the son of Heli, 24 Which was the son of Matthat, which was the son of Levi, which was the son of Melchi, which was the son of Janna, which was the son of Joseph, 25 Which was the son of Mattathias, which was the son of Amos, which was the son of Naum, which was the son of Esli, which was the son of Nagge, 26 Which was the son of Maath, which was the son of Mattathias, which was the son of Semei, which was the son of Joseph, which was the son of Juda, 27 Which was the son of Joanna, which was the son of Rhesa, which was the son of Zorobabel, which was the son of Salathiel, which was the son of Neri, 28 Which was the son of Melchi, which was the son of Addi, which was the son of Cosam, which was the son of Elmodam, which was the son of Er, 29 Which was the son of Jose, which was the son of Eliezer, which was the son of Jorim, which was the son of Matthat, which was the son of Levi, 30 Which was the son of Simeon, which was the son of Juda, which was the son of Joseph, which was the son of Jonan, which was the son of Eliakim, 31 Which was the son of Melea, which was the son of Menan, which was the son of Mattatha, which was the son of Nathan, which was the son of David, 32 Which was the son of Jesse, which was the son of Obed, which was the son of Booz, which was the son of Salmon, which was the son of Naasson, 33 Which was the son of Aminadab, which was the son of Aram, which was the son of Esrom, which was the son of Phares, which was the son of Juda, 34 Which was the son of Jacob, which was the son of Isaac, which was the son of Abraham, which was the son of Thara, which was the son of Nachor, 35 Which was the son of Saruch, which was the son of Ragau, which was the son of Phalec, which was the son of Heber, which was the son of Sala, 36 Which was the son of Cainan, which was the son of Arphaxad, which was the son of Shem, which was the son of Noah, which was the son of Lamech, 37 Which was the son of Mathusala, which was the son of Enoch, which was the son of Jared, which was the son of Maleleel, which was the son of Cainan, 38 Which was the son of Enos, which was the son of Seth, which was the son of Adam, which was the son of God.”
e. Seth’s family was the first family to “call on the name of the Lord.”
i. There were a lot more in A/E family tree
ii. But it was Seth’s line that was seeking God
1. In contrast to Cain and Lamech
2. God preserves for Himself a godly seed
f. Seth’s descendant, Enoch was known for walking with God by faith
g. Seth’s descendant, Noah, found grace in the eyes of the Lord, the last hope for humanity in the flood
h. Noah’s son Shem perpetuated the godly line through Abraham and the Israelite nation
i. Eventually giving us Christ!
VI. Conclusions 
a. (Slide #13) Encourage spiritual development over marketable skills in your children
i. There is nothing wrong with marketable skills
ii. But temporal skills are the priority of the world
iii. And in many ways the antithesis of faith (tower of Babel)
iv. The Christian’s priority must be spiritual health
v. Conversation with Jonny and Aleah this week about WCS
vi. We primarily teach how to live the Christian life
1. Academics are important to us
2. But they flow from a desire to be intentionally and uniquely CHRISTIAN
3. That is the primary goal
4. Easy for parents to get off track when it comes to education
5. Encourage spiritual development over marketable skills (or sports) in your children
vii. Talk to young people for a minute
1. We are for you
2. This church is FOR you
3. You can succeed spiritually in wicked world
4. Your church is behind you, and we are cheering you on!
5. Live a life of faith!
6. It is faith that pleases God!

b. Related question: What kind of family legacy are you building?
i. Cain’s family was culturally successful
ii. Seth’s family was spiritually sensitive
1. Again, there is nothing wrong with cultural success
2. It’s awesome when smart people make our lives easier
3. And it’s awesome when financially successful people bless their church with faithful giving!
iii. But for believers, this world is not our home
1. Eternity is our priority
2. So, our focus must be sincere faith, not sensational feats
3. Where is the focus of your family and priorities?
4. Spiritual leadership in the home
a. Authenticity
b. Transparency
c. Wisdom
i. Not king of the castle, but serving like Christ
ii. Do all things from love
iii. 1 Corinthians 16:13-14 “Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong. 14 Let all your things be done with charity.”
iv. Do all things to provide an environment where your family can flourish spiritually

VII. (Slide #27) Prayer – invitation, time of reflection

VIII. Closing song – Jeremy

IX. Closing service – Jonny

X. Next week’s text: Genesis 6

XI. Community Group Study Guide 

a. Icebreakers
i. Did you know your great-grandparents? Have you ever constructed a family tree for your own family?  How far back can you name the “main characters” of each generation before you?
ii. Do you have any cultural skills that run in your family?

a. Discussion Questions (please try to answer biblically)
i. Did anyone in your ancestry leave a lasting positive spiritual impact?  What can you learn from their example?  What scripture could guide you as you follow their pattern?
ii. Why are Christian parents sometimes tempted to focus on cultural rather than spiritual success in their children? What are some practical ways this tendency can be avoided at FBCW?
iii. What does a life of faith (Hebrews 11:6 – believing God exists and that He rewards those that seek Him) look like practically?  How can this be encouraged in the next generation?
iv. In contrast to the “ungodly” described in Jude, how would it look for someone to include God in every aspect of their deeds and their speech?  What passages come to mind as guides for this way of life?

b. Digging Deeper
i. Read Hebrews 11:1-7.  How many of the characters in our Back to the Basics series do you see highlighted?  How is their faith commended in this passage? 
